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Our Session Agreements

Be an active participant Ask questions, share ideas Be open to new learning



Agenda

● High Quality Instructional Materials and Open Education Resources

● The Science of Reading in the Bilingual and Dual Language Classrooms

● The Authentic Approach for Teaching K-2 Habilidades y Destrezas and 
Conocimiento

● How do the Spanish Texas Open Education Resources Support Biliteracy?

● Preview Available Resources

● Q&A



Learning Goals 

● Participants will gain an understanding that Texas Open Education 
Resources in Spanish are founded in the Science of Reading and developed
for bilingual/dual language classrooms. 

● Participants will experience the Authentic Approach in teaching K-2 
Habilidades y Destrezas and Conocimiento as part of high-quality 
instructional materials.

● Participants will discover available resources designed to enhance bilingual 
education practices.



High Quality Instructional Materials and 
Open Education Resources



What are High Quality Instructional Materials (HQIM)?

HQIM …

➔ Ensure full coverage of Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS)

➔ Are aligned to evidence based best practices in the relevant content area.

➔ Support all learners, including students with disabilities, emergent bilingual students, 

and students identified as gifted and talented.

➔ Enable frequent progress monitoring through embedded and aligned assessments.

➔ Include implementation supports for teachers, including teacher and student-facing 

lesson level materials.
(Generation 28 Support Seminar - August 24, 2022 – YouTube).

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XhHJ-AyLZ98


What are Texas Open Education Resources (OER)?

● Texas Open Education Resources (OER) are state-developed materials where the 
underlying intellectual property is either owned by the state of Texas or it can be freely 
used and modified by the state in perpetuity. These materials are made freely available 
forever in digital form to Texas school districts and educators to use or modify as they 
see fit.

● Open education resource instructional material means teaching, learning, and research 
resources that reside in the public domain or have been released under an intellectual 
property license that allows for free use, reuse, modification, and sharing with others, 
including full courses, course materials, modules, textbooks, streaming videos, tests, 
software, and any other tools, materials, or techniques used to support access to 
knowledge.

TEA Available Instructional Materials | Texas Education Agency

https://tea.texas.gov/academics/instructional-materials/tea-available-materials/tea-available-instructional-materials


HQIM & Texas Open Education Resources

TEA provides districts and educators with an optional set of high-quality 

instructional materials (HQIM) designed especially for Texas.

● Two scopes of materials are available to school systems in Texas:

▪ Full Subject materials

▪ Supplemental materials

● For material of any scope, TEA may make it available in two different types of 

licenses:

▪ Texas Open Education Resources (OER)

▪ Temporary State-Licensed Resources

TEA Available Instructional Materials | Texas Education Agency

https://tea.texas.gov/academics/instructional-materials/tea-available-materials/tea-available-instructional-materials


The Science of Reading in the Bilingual and 
Dual Language Classrooms



How do 
children 
learn to 
read?

Image from Texas Biliteracy Reading Academies



The Simple View- How do children learn to read?
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Gough, Philip E. and William. E. Tumner. “Decoding, Reading, and Reading Disability.” Remedial and Special Education 7, no. 1 (1986): 6-10.
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The Simple View in Bilingual/Dual Language Classrooms
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Image from Texas Biliteracy Reading Academies

The 
Simple 
View of 
Reading 
for 
Emergent 
Bilingual 
Students



The Authentic Approach for Teaching K-2 
Habilidades y destrezas and Conocimiento



Foundational Skills Approach

SYSTEMATIC EXPLICIT PRACTICE

Systematic instruction is 
defined as instruction that 
is carefully planned and 
sequenced where simple 
concepts are introduced 
first before progressing to 
more complex concepts.

Explicit instruction is 
defined as the direct 
and purposeful 
teaching of skills and 
concepts. Making 
learning clear for 
students.

Summary: Encourage 
frequent practice, diverse 
language skills 
development, cultural 
relevance, text-based 
discussions, and cross-
linguistic connections in 
learning.



Students need many and varied 
opportunities to practice each 
foundational skill they learn.

Practice should occur in and out of 
context, orally and in writing, as needed 
until the skill is mastered.

Of course, the only way to ensure mastery 
is with frequent, targeted assessment 
driving differentiation.

Reading in the Classroom
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Hear it

Say it

Read it

Spell (write) it



K-5 Texas Open Education Resources

Amplify Texas Lectoescritura

ELAR & SLAR Strand Approach



Foundational Skills
● Print Concepts
● Phonological/Phonemic Awareness
● Systematic Phonics Instruction

Reading (Authentic Spanish Texts)
● Fluency
● Comprehension

Language
● Grammar
● Vocabulary

Writing
● Writing Process
● Handwriting
● Text-based Evidence

K-2 Habilidades y Destrezas Overview

Amplify Texas Lectoescritura



K-2 Habilidades y Destrezas Authentic Approach 

Phonological 
awareness

Decoding in 

Blending of 
vowels 

and consonants 
to syllables

Advanced
decoding 

a e
m s
c p

ca ma
de po
sa me

Amplify Texas Lectoescritura

Decoding SLAR Skills progress differently



● Foundational cognitive skills, such as phonological 
awareness, transfer across languages. However, reading 
processes such as decoding and encoding are more 
language-specific and must be learned directly for each 
new writing system. These must be EXPLICITLY taught.

● Bilingual children are constantly making bidirectional, 
cross-linguistic connections in the interrelated 
components of oral-language development, fluency, 
vocabulary development, and comprehension between 
both languages. PRACTICE is essential to biliteracy.

Benefits for Emergent Bilingual Students

SYSTEMATIC

CROSS-LINGUISTIC 
CONNECTIONS

PRACTICE

EXPLICIT

SYSTEMATIC
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Spanish English

• 27 letters/24 phonemes
• ñ and silent h
• Literacy instruction begins 

with vowels
• There is 1:1 correspondence 

between the vowel phonemes 
and graphemes

• The segmenting and blending 
of syllables is a fundamental 
part of phonics instruction

• Regular orthographic patterns 
are common and predictable

• The use of "tilde" or accents
• Transparent language
• Writing system – 34 letter 

combinations for 41 sounds

• 26 letters/44 phonemes
• Literacy instruction begins 

with consonants
• There is not 1:1 

correspondence between 
the vowel phonemes and 
graphemes

• The segmenting and 
blending of syllables is part 
of phonological awareness

• Irregular orthographic 
patterns are very common

• High frequency words are 
taught to aid fluency

• Opaque language
• Writing system – 250 letter 

combinations for 44 
sounds

• Concepts of print
• Alphabetic writing
• Reasoning skills
• Linguistic registers
• Systematic and 

explicit

Remember…

Different 
languages, 

Common 
Principles

Both

Adapted graphic 
from TNTP and 
Amplify



K-5 Knowledge Authentic Spanish Materials

▪ Authentic literary works and 
literary translation by 
professionals from various 
Spanish speaking countries

○ Grammar

○ Morphology

○ Multiple Meaning Word 
Activities

Amplify Texas Lectoescritura



K-5 Knowledge Authentic Spanish Materials

● Authentic Spanish texts 

○ Poetry (Grades 4-5)

○ Personal Narratives (Grades 4-5)

○ Adaptation of Don Quixote (Grade 5)

○ Nursery Rhymes (Grade K)

● Trade book guides

○ Authentic Spanish language texts aligned             
to each unit of study



K-5 Knowledge Authentic Spanish Materials

Amplify Texas Lectoescritura



How do the Spanish Texas Open Education 
Resources support Biliteracy?



Amplify Texas Elementary Literacy Program

Program Biliteracy Principles



Cross-Linguistic Connections 

Amplify Texas Lectoescritura

How do we build Cross-linguistic connections for our emergent bilingual students?

Best Practices and Intentional Planning



K-2 Habilidades y Destrezas Metalinguistic Support

Amplify Texas Lectoescritura



Extensión

La letra ñ es la única letra del alfabeto 
español originada en España. Comente a 
los estudiantes que es fácil de identificar 
porque a alguien se le ocurrió colocarle a 
la ene (n) una especie de sombrerito que 
se conoce como virgulilla o tilde.

K-2 Habilidades y Destrezas Metalinguistic Support



Cognates -

Spanish cognates can 
also be found in 
glossaries, or 
teachers can 
compare side by side 
student readers to 
create their own set 
of cognates for use in 
lessons along the 
way.

Fifth - Unit 8

Amplify Texas Lectoescritura

K-5 Knowledge Metalinguistic Support



Using English and Spanish Materials to Accelerate 
Learning in Both Languages

Leverage both languages to 
activate prior knowledge and 

build vocabulary 

Amplify ELAR, Grade 1 Knowledge 1, Lesson 5 (The Wolf in Sheep’s Clothing) | Amplify  SLAR, Grado 1: Conocimiento 1, Lección 6 (El oso perezoso y el jaguar) 

Amplify Texas Lectoescritura



Preview Available Resources 
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Website: Program Resources Tab & Planning 
Documents



Implementation Planning Tools

Internalización de la lección, 

Grados K-2

K-2 Internalización de la unidad de 

conocimiento 

3-5 Internalización de la unidad

3-5 Internalización de lección



User Guide



K-2 Bilingual Education Programs 
Planning Tools

PDFs will be live on the website on Friday 

09/22/23

Upcoming 
Resources



Professional Learning Videos 

Upcoming 
Resources



my.amplify.com/home

Username: 

amplifytexasteacher@tryamplify.net

Password: 
AmplifyNumber1

Demo Website 



Q & A



Contact Information



Email

● For questions about OER products, please email us 

at openeducationresources@tea.texas.gov.

● For information on printing instructions or options 

for purchasing print please contact us at 

printoperations@tea.texas.gov

Web

● OER Website: 

TEA Available Instructional Materials | Texas 

Education Agency

● Digital Access to OER Products:
● K-5 ELAR/SLAR: Direct Access at English Reading Language 

Arts | Texas Education Agency

Contact 
Information

https://tea.texas.gov/academics/instructional-materials/tea-available-materials/tea-available-instructional-materials
https://tea.texas.gov/academics/instructional-materials/tea-available-materials/tea-available-instructional-materials
https://tea.texas.gov/academics/instructional-materials/tea-available-materials/tea-available-instructional-materials/rlak-5
https://tea.texas.gov/academics/instructional-materials/tea-available-materials/tea-available-instructional-materials/rlak-5
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